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Why you should 
make a Will

Why make a Will?
Whether you are a home owner, married, unmarried, a parent or carer – a properly 
arranged Will is essential. It can save your family a lot of heartache, unnecessary 
stress and cost, at what can be an incredibly difficult time.

You will have the peace of mind that 
your money, property and possessions 
are disposed of in accordance with your 
precise wishes. You may wish to leave 
a specific gift to a loved one, appoint a 
guardian for your children or you may 
wish to leave a gift to charity.

If you have no Will then the rules of 
intestacy will apply, which means that 
your estate will be divided in a way that 
may be against your wishes and if no 
living relatives can be traced then it could 
pass to the state.

Things to consider:

• How will my spouse/partner be 
provided for?

• What will happen to my home?

• Who will look after my children?

• How much inheritance tax will be due?

• How will my dependent relative(s) be 
cared for?

• Provisions for funeral arrangements

• Leaving a gift to charity

“We will put your  
needs first…”

Helping you through the important 
decisions
The team at Tilly Bailey & Irvine can 
provide a full range of services associated 
with planning, preparing and managing 
an individual’s estate, starting with 
a carefully drafted and agreed Will. 
Our team is very well experienced to 
give advice on inheritance law, tax and 
the risks associated with funding long 
term residential care, lasting powers 
of attorney, equity release, estate 
administration and obtaining grants  
of probate.

Free advice surgery
We offer fixed fees for Will preparation 
and would be happy to arrange an initial 
free consultation with you at any of our 
offices. Please call for further details and 
to arrange an appointment
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Q.  I am getting married – how will this affect my existing Will?

A.  Following a marriage or civil partnership most existing Wills automatically become invalid, unless the Will 
includes specific terms in the event of a marriage/civil partnership. This could lead to circumstances whereby 
the children from previous partnerships become disinherited or lose their home. It is always best to have your 
Will reviewed following a marriage.

Q.  Do we need to update our Wills, now that we have grandchildren?

A.  This would depend on your wishes. If your Will currently states that you would like your estate to pass to and 
be shared out by your children and you are happy with this arrangement then there is no need to do anything. 
However, you may want to ensure that the Will is drafted to consider that in the event of the death of your 
child or children, then their share will pass to their own children. If you would like to include specific gifts to 
your grandchildren, then your Will would need to be amended.

Q.  Can I draft my own Will online? 

A.  It is entirely possible to draft a Will online, or without seeing a solicitor, however, “DIY Wills” can be risky and 
we would advise against using them. A Will which is professionally drawn up by a solicitor will comply with all 
the necessary formalities. This will ensure that it is valid and so any uncertainty, dispute or additional cost will 
be avoided at a difficult time for your family.
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