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Helping you 
through divorce 
and separation

No one plans for a relationship to break down, but with over 40 per cent of marriages in the  
UK ending in divorce it is an experience encountered by many couples.

When you face the prospect of separation 
and divorce you need to know that you 
have the best possible advisers and 
support. The breaking up of a partnership 
while painful, can also be a complex affair 
involving a variety of factors that require 
careful consideration and discussion 
to ensure that both partners can move 
forward with their lives.

Tilly Bailey & Irvine offers legal support 
that meets your needs while providing 
excellent advice and value. Our family law 
services include:

• Adoption

• Child care

• Civil partnership dissolution

• Co-habitation issues

• Contact

• Divorce and separation

• Domestic violence

• Parental responsibility

•	 Property	and	financial	settlements

• Residence

• Shared residence 

We’re here to help
When your relationship breaks down you 
need to focus on the priorities, which is 
why we take the time to reassure you at 
every turn, make ourselves available to 
answer queries and take the worry out of 
any possible legal matter arising from the 
separation.

Many of us face increased stress in our 
working and domestic lives and this 
can put personal relationships under 
pressure, to the point where they 
may breakdown altogether, divorce 
sometimes being the unfortunate result. 
When such an occasion arises you look 
for the support of friends, family and 
sometimes a local solicitor.
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Q.  I want a divorce. Will I qualify for legal aid?

A.  Legal aid remains available in certain circumstances. Where legal aid is not available, Tilly Bailey & Irvine has 
introduced	a	value	based	divorce	option	on	a	fixed	cost	basis.

Q. How much does it cost to get divorced?

A. Costs will vary depending on the circumstances of your break up and the willingness of both parties to co-
operate. An amicable split can provide for a reduction in fees and swift settlement whereas an acrimonious 
dispute	over	children,	finances	or	other	assets	can	prolong	matters	and	add	to	costs.

 Tilly Bailey & Irvine supports mediation, collaboration and arbitration as alternative routes to the court 
process	of	finding	settlement	in	a	matrimonial	dispute.	We	will	always	seek	the	most	effective	and	appropriate	
solution regardless of the fee implications, but mindful of the potential costs to the client. We provide free, no 
obligation quotes.

Q. I own a house with my spouse but we now want to separate.  Will I receive half the proceeds from the sale of 
the house?

A. This is a complex situation with outcomes determined by numerous factors and considerations. We would 
strongly	suggest	that	you	seek	legal	advice	if	you	find	yourself	in	this	position	to	ensure	your	rights	and	
entitlements are fully explored and put forward.

Q. What will happen to my children?

A. If there are children involved, the main priority is to agree where they will live and how their time is to be 
shared	between	you	and	your	former	partner.	We	understand	that	it	can	be	difficult	to	reach	agreement	and	
we deal with this sensitively, avoiding the further upset and acrimony and making sure that the children’s 
welfare remains the priority at all times.  When court proceedings become the only option, we have the 
experience needed to ensure that you are fully supported throughout the process and that the welfare of your 
children remains paramount.

Q. Can you help if I have been a victim of domestic abuse?

A. For many years we have been and continue to be the leaders in advising and obtaining legal remedies for 
victims of domestic violence.  We have a dedicated Domestic Violence Team able to assist and advise you to 
take whatever legal action may be necessary to protect you and your children.
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